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As Riche's books were dedicated to his former General, Ambrose Earl of Warwick, brother of
Essex's step-father, and to Sir Christopher Hatton, Essex's personal friend, Essex is certain to have
seen them. And when we find in 1587, '88, '89, and onwards to 1599, not only a succession of
contemporary testimonials from Englishmen as to Essex's practical knowledge of soldiers' requirements
and duties, but also foreign tributes to his efficiency, we shall see how misleading it has been that the
large body of such practical evidence has been overlooked; while Riche's protest in 1578 against " our
manner of appointing souldiers" by scouring " the prisons of thieves" or the streets of " rogues and
vagabonds "* has been quoted as if applicable to the entire reign of Queen Elizabeth.3

1" Allarme," K. iii. verso.

z This (with some comic quips of Falstaff), seems the foundation for the detrimental picture of Eliza-
bethan soldiers given in The Hon: Sir John Fortescue's " History of the British Army," and his
chapter on " The Army " in " Shakespeare's England." So high was his authority that his statements
were not questioned; until the present writer examined into tne actual conditions of the Army from
original sources, and wrote to Sir John: who was much interested. His death happened too soon
to permit of his utilising the new materials.